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CCCAT Members

    On Sunday 10/16 and Monday 10/17 the UIL Legislative Council met in Austin.   The Legislative Council is made up of 28 superintendents from every class and region in the state.  Every level and area of our great state is represented.  This Council is the body that makes and changes rules that we have to follow in all extra-curricular activities governed by the UIL.  The next step is to have approval from the Commissioner of the State Board of Education. Once this happens, each of the rule changes that were made will go into effect (most being Aug 1, 2012). The UIL then communicates and enforces those rules.  

There were three points of interest to our CCCAT membership.

1) With the approval of the Commissioner of the State Board of Education, starting next school year 2012-2013, we will have Area track meets in all classifications.  What this means is, there will be 4 qualifiers out of each District meet.  Those 4 qualifiers will compete at the Area meet against the adjoining district’s (ex: 1-4A and 2-4A) 4 qualifiers.  Of those 8 contestants, the top 4 will advance to the Region meet.   This will in effect give us 16 qualifiers in each event at Region.

2) The Medical Advisory Board (MAC) made a proposal to “alter the current UIL Preseason Practice Regulations, Activities Outside the School Year”.   The effect varies on sports. For Cross Country it simply states “Schools shall not schedule more than one practice on consecutive days and student-athletes shall not participate in multiple practices on consecutive days” before school starts.

3) Finally, “The Standing Committee on Athletics (which is made up of 8 superintendents on the LC) moved that the Legislative Council place the following on a referendum ballot for all conferences with no recommendation”.

· Increasing the distance of the girls cross country race from 2 miles to 3.1 miles.

What this means is every UIL superintendent will get a ballot sometime after January 1 with this one question.   Every superintendent will get one vote for every high school they preside over.  So, multi-district superintendents will get multiple votes.  Every classification will stand on its own.  Every classification that has 51% or more majority votes will run the distance the majority indicates.  Therefore, theoretically we could have some classes running 5K and some others running 2M.

Our CCCAT association has indicated for years that we believe the move to 5K at varsity district, region, and state is best for the sport.  Now, we have to contact our superintendents and communicate our preferences.  Superintendents have a history of not making changes if they are not aware of reason to change.  Coaches that believe this change is good, need to make sure your superintendent and any other you can contact vote for the change.  Please do not assume it will happen because “it’s common sense”.  PLEASE CONTACT YOUR SUPERINTENDENT ON THIS ISSUE!!!

On a related note, before the LC decision was made, the UIL had decided to survey the girls CC regional contestants before the regional meet, on this issue.  This survey will still be done and the results will accompany the referendum ballot as added information.  I believe the survey will be done when coaches register their athletes and will be required to submit your entries.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at rbaca@canyonisd.net.
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